LAW LIBRARY 
UNIV. QF MICH. 


AUG 2 4 1953 Calendar No.792 
f 


82p CoNGRESS SENATE 
Ist Session 


REpPort 
No. 837 





EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN LANDS IN GEORGETOWN, D. C, 


SEPTEMBER 25 (legislative day, SEPTEMBER 19), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Kerr, from the Committee on Public Works. submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


{To agcompany 8. 1450] 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1450) to provide for the exchange of certain lands owned by the 
United States of America for certain privately owned lands, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with an amendment 
and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Page 3, line 22, strike out the words “and to”’. 

The amendment is proposed for purposes of clarity to conform with 
provisions of page 1, line 9, that lands accepted by the United States 
shall be conveyed by “unencumbered fee-simple title.”’ 

The purpose of S. 1450 is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey a certain tract of land owned by the United States as rights- 
of-way for the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway to the American 
Oil Co. in exchange for the conveyance to the United States of a tract 
of-land at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue, T'wenty-eighth, 
and M Streets NW, in the District of Columbia. 

The American Oil Co., present owner of land between M Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, near Twenty-eighth Street NW., on which a 
service station is now located, has an option to purchase an adjoining 
tract of land located at the apex of these streets. The District of 
Columbia Board of Zoning has granted authority for the company 
to enlarge the service station. Rather than have the service station 
extend all the way to Twenty-eighth Street, with drives in and out so 
close to this heavily traveled intersection, all interested agencies have 
agreed to the plan of exchange of land which will permit expansion of 
the service station to the east toward Rock Creek Parkway, and leave 
the apex of the intersection for park purposes. 

The option on the purchase of land and building adjacent to the 
intersection now held by the American Oil Co. is with the Boys’ Club 
of Washington. That organization is anxious to complete the trans- 
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action and obtain funds for making improvements at a more satis- 
factory location. Officials of the American Oil Co. have assured the 
committee in writing that the building now located on lot 14 will be 
razed and removed without expense to the United States, and the site 
filled and graded in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary of the 
Interior. The committee further understands that the plans for 
alteration or change in the present service station of the American 
Oil Co. will be made subject to the approval of the National Com- 
mission of Fine Arts aidte the covenants provided for in the last 
paragraph on page 3 of the bill. 

The area to be transferred by the United States is 2,402 square feet, 
and the area to be received by the United States is 3,322 square feet. 
The enactment of this legislation will permit: (1) Park-like treatment 
of an important entrance to Georgetown which will provide better 
visibility for the public using the streets; (2) widening of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue at some future date, which is now 90 feet wide at this 
point and 130 feet wide east of Rock Creek; (3) modification of the 
traffic channelization to increase the capacity of the intersection. 

The committee considers enactment of this legislation to be advan- 
tageous to the Government and desirable from an aesthetic viewpoint, 

Comments of the Bureau of the Budget, Department of the Interior, 
and National Capital Park and Planning Commission recommending 
approval of the legislation follow: : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 21, 1951, 
Hon, DENNIS CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Public Works, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator Cuavez: This is in reply to your request of May 9, 1951, 
for the views of this office with respect to S. 1450, a bill to provide for the exchange 
of certain lands owned by the United States of America for certain privately 
owned lands. 

You are advised that this office is in favor of the enactment of this legislation. 

It is noted that the bill provides, in line 9 of page 1, that the lands accepted 
by the United States shall be conveyed by ‘‘unencumbered fee-simple title,” 
whereas lines 22 and 23 of page 3 of the bill provide that ‘‘the deeds of convey- 
ance from and to the United States shall contain such conditions, convenants, or 
restrictions as the Secretary of the Interior, after consultation with the National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission, shall see fit to impose in connection with 
the future widening of Pennsylvania Avenue.’’ For purposes of clarity it would 
appear desirable that the words “and to’’ in line 22, be stricken from the bill. 

Sincerely yours, 
EvMer B. Sraats, 
Assistant Director, 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Hon. Dennis CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate, 

My Dear Senator Cuavez: This is in reply to your letter of May 9, 1951, 
requesting the views of this Department on 8. 1450, entitled ‘A bill to provide 
for the exchange of certain lands owned by the United States of America for certain 
privately owned lands.”’ 

We recommend that 8. 1450 be enacted. 

The proposed legislation, if enacted, would authorize and direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to convey the right, title, and interest of the United States in and 
to a certain tract comprising 2,402.86 square feet of land, as described on page 3 
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of the bill, to the American Oil Co. in exchange for the conveyance to the United 
States by that company of unencumbered title to a tract comprising 3,322.43 
square feet of land, as described on page 2 of the bill, without cost to the Federal 
Government. These properties are located between M Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW., District of Columbia. 

® The American Oil Co., present owner of land between M Street and Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, near Twenty-eighth Street NW., on which a service station is now 
located, has or is about to acquire, under an option-purchase contract, the land 
located at the apex of these streets. The National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, and the District of Columbia Highway Department have worked 
out, from an esthetic approach, a plan for the transfer of land on the basis pro- 
vided for in the proposed legislation, which is satisfactory to the American Oil 
Co., the District government, the Planning Commission, and this Department. 

It is the desire of this Department to acquire this apex area as shown in green 
on the attached plat of computation for development as a park and to provide 
an aesthetic appearance at the so-called entrance to Georgetown. In order to 
accomplish this objective, it will be necessary to extend the American Oil Co.’s 
service station eastward to include a small part of the Rock Creek and Potomac 
Parkway in Federal ownership and under the jurisdiction of this Department. 
The land at the apex of M Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, from the standpoint 
of the Federal Government, is more valuable for aesthetic and park purposes than 
the land east of the present location of the oil company’s service station. It is, 
therefore, the considered opinion of this Department that an exchange of land as 
provided for in S. 1450 would be very much in the Federal interest. 

The enactment of 8. 1450, moreover, would facilitate the movement of traffie 
from the widening of Pennsylvania Avenue and the relocation of the present 
American Oil Co.’s service station as far to the east as is possible away from the 
apex. Furthermore, the open park treatment of the apex will provide better 
visibility for the public using the streets, lengthen the channelization treatment 
for left-turn movement east-bound into M Street, and provide an additional lane 
of traffic for west-bound movement on Pennsylvania Avenue. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 


Secretary of the Interior. 





NATIONAL CapiTaAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION, 
Washington, D. C., June 21, 1951. 
Subject: Report on 8. 1450, for exchange of lands at Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 
Hon. DENNIs CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United State Senate, 412 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear SENATOR CHAvez: The National Capital Park and Planning Com- 
mission has received your request of May 9 to furnish the Committee on Public 
Works with a report on 8. 1450, to provide for the exchange of certain lands owned 
by the United States of America for certain privately owned lands. 

The purpose of this legislation is to permit a mutually beneficial exchange of 
land between the National Park Service and the owners of adjoining property for 
a park-like treatment at a prominent entrance to Georgetown. The proposal has 
the endorsement of the Commission, the National Park Service and other agencies 
concerned, as well as interested citizen groups. 

The bill 1s an outgrowth of an appeal granted by the Board of Zoning Adjust- 
ment to enlarge an existing gasoline service station located between Pennsylvania 
Avenue, M and Twenty-eighth Streets NW., and Rock Creek and Potomac Park- 
way. The oil company has consolidated all private ownerships in this area by 
acquiring the old Peck Memorial Chapel, abandoned many years ago and since 
used as a boys’ club. Rather than have the service station extend to Twenty- 
eighth Street, with drives in and out so close to this heavily traveled intersection, 
the Board, the Commission, and other agencies, as well as the owners of the sta- 
tion, have agreed upon the more desirable plan which 8. 1450 would authorize. 

Under the exchange plan authorized in the bill, an area of approximately 2,400 
square feet of the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway abutting the gasoline service 
station would be deeded to its owners in exchange for approximately 3,300 square 
feet which would be dedicated to the National Park Service for park purposes by 
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the same owners. The exact areas and dimensions of the proposed exchange are 
shown on plat of computation prepared by the surveyor of the District of Columbia 
under date of January 18, 1951, and recorded in Survey Book 161, page 309, copy 
of which is attached. 

The advantage of the exchange to the public is threefold. It will permit (1) the 
embellishment of the terminus of Pennsylvania Avenue at its entrance to George- 
town with a park-like treatment similar to that which prevails at many other 
such intersections in Washington; (2) future modification of the traffic channeliza- 
tion to increase the capacity of the Pennsylvania Avenue—M Street intersection 
when needed, and (3) the widening of Pennsylvania Avenue at some ftiture time 
without the necessity of acquiring expensive improvements because any new 
structures will be set back to the line of Pennsylvania Avenue east of Rock Creek. 
At present, Pennsylvania Avenue is less than 93 feet wide at this point, though 
east of Rock Creek for its entire length to the White House it is 130 feet wide. 

The enclosed print, entitled “‘“Georgetown Entrance at Twenty-eighth and M 
Streets and Pennsylvania Avenue’”’ illustrates how both the park development and 
the gasoline service station reconstruction would be carried out if the legislation 
is approved. The service station plan accords with a scheme submitted by its 
owners. A building of colonial type is proposed, plans for which would be subject 
to the approval of the Commission of Fine Arts under the Shipstead Act, because 
it adjoins the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway. 

Originally, both the gasoline service station properties were included within 
the taking lines of the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway, but because of lack 
of sufficient funds they were not acqflired before the Parkway Commission was 
abolished in 1933. Present estimated costs for acquiring these properties range 
up to $100,000. Under the exchange plan, the most essential public purposes 
would be accomplished without any expenditure for land. 

The Commission strongly recommends that this legislation be approved. 

| have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection to 
the presentation of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. E. Demaray, Acting Chairman. 


O 





